My object in writing this paper is to suggest some simplification of the meaning of the term appendicitis, and to invite attention to the expediency of adopting a more uniform treatment.
Irrespective of the direct causative factor, be it a special microbe, an irritated bacillus coli, toxin, or foreign body, &c., there are few, I think, who will not readily admit that appendicitis is a local infective malady, which constantly disintegrates the appendix, and by perforation of the same, not unfrequently destroys the life of the individual; and that this apparently functionless organ is particularly prone to disease, owing to its peculiar anatomical formation and situation.
From a personal experience of sixty operations for appendicitis, I The treatment of appendicitis by applying poultices or ice, and the administration of opium or purges, and hoping for spontaneous recovery, or fixing some arbitrary time for operation, is neither more nor less than a medical farce which is never amusing, but frequently disastrous.
